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As you climb the beautiful, 
Blackbutt staircase to the 
main living area of this four-
bedroom family home you 

can’t help but feel on top of the world (in 
more ways than one!) Living high above 
the treetops with breathtaking ocean  
views this is the ultimate dream lifestyle. 
And this Corlette couple have made it 
their reality. 

The house sits high up on a steep 
slope in Corlette, overlooking the bay. The 
open plan layout, floor to ceiling windows, 
materials and colour scheme combine to 
create the coastal feel of the house. 

The spaceous kitchen, living/dining 
area and three of the bedrooms are on 
the upper level and enjoy breathtaking 
views that can’t be obstructed by any 
other build.  

“We often see dolphins when we are 
having a barbie on the balcony. They can 
put on quite the show, especially at dusk,” 
says Rachel, as if it was the most normal 
thing in the world.  She continues: “We had 
always wanted to build in this area. We 
used to holiday up here and my husband’s 
parents are locals. But it was more of a 
plan for when we retire. But then a golden 
opportunity presented itself, we grabbed 

Coastal dream 
The owners of this beachside home in Corlette, Richard and Rachel, had already built six 
houses. This is their masterpiece, and, they say, their ‘forever home’.  
Story by Cornelia Schulze. Photography by Atelier Photography
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The main living area offers breathtaking views.

The dining area reflects the beachy vibe of the home. 

Left: Graeme Bakker custom built the Blackbutt staircase. Above: Rachel and Richard loved the polished concrete 
floor in the entrance area and used it for the balcony too.

The 300x300 solid timber Blackbutt posts are a 
striking feature of the house. Due to their size, 
they had to be craned onto the balcony. The  
initial design had included steel posts. It was yet 
another change that the experts from Bakker 
Homes were happy to incorporate.
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it, and it was one of the best decisions we 
have ever made.”  

Having built and lived in six homes 
before beginning this project, Richard and 
Rachel had a really good idea of what their 
forever home should look like. “We even 
knew who we wanted to build it,” adds 
Rachel. “We were familiar with various 
Bakker Homes projects and just love 
what they do and how they do it. So when 
Richard happened to drive by a Bakker 
Homes building site and saw Graeme 
(Bakker), he pulled over. They started 
talking and the rest is history.” 

“I want the clients to have as much 
input as possible into the design process,” 
says Graeme. He is a multi award winning, 

accredited building designer, yet is keen to 
engage in an active dialogue with clients 
making sure that every build is a perfect 
reflection of the client’s requirements 
and makes the best of every building site. 
Home owners Rachel and Richard couldn’t 
agree more: “The steep slope wasn’t 
easy to build on, but Graeme designed it 
so the back of the house is ground level 
while capturing the views of the bay from 
the front. He was extremely flexible so 
changing things was never a problem. His 
background as both a designer and builder 
made a huge difference.”

It’s plain to see that a lot of thought has 
gone into this project. The orientation of the 
house makes the most of the ocean views, 

daylight comes in from three sides of the 
home, and even the indoor dining area in 
the centre of the main living space has 
an outdoorsy feel to it. There is a second 
outdoor space next to the kitchen that 
is connected to the butler’s pantry via a 
serving window. It offers complete privacy 
and is the perfect spot for the barbecue. 
“That was Graeme’s idea” says Richard. 
“He suggested this design change part 
way through the build as it makes the best 
use of space. And we really love it. It’s a 
great space to hang out.”  

Even the view from the butler’s pantry 
is gorgeous. Prepping food in this space 
definitely appeals to all senses. An 
integrated grocery lift brings the shopping w
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DREAM KITCHEN 
The mirror splashback reflects 
light and visually expands 
the kitchen area. Two 90 cm 
Smeg classic ovens, a Smeg 
concealed rangehood and an 
oversized fridge with French 
doors make this kitchen perfect 
for entertaining. The Statuario 
Nuovo stone benchtop with its 
pared back pattern was a very 
conscious choice, as was the 
location of the sink in the middle 
of the island. Rachel says, “I do 
a lot of prepping in the butler’s 
pantry, but I don’t think I could 
get used to not having the sink in 
the main kitchen area.” 
The Smoky Mirror glass 
splashback adds to the sense 
of space. In the kitchen, doors 
and drawers are Natural White; 
for the pantry, the home owners 
chose Pearl Grey.

Left: Rachel and Richard with their puppies Ruby and Rusky; above: the second outdoor space adds to 
the flow of light into the main living area.
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bags from the four-car garage to the 
butler’s pantry with the push of a button.  

The generous master suite is at the 
front of the house and boasts a private 
balcony, floor to ceiling windows, an 
ensuite and walk-in-robe which is both 
elegant and highly practical. Towards 
the back of the upper level, there are 
another two bedrooms, a bathroom, a 
powder room and an office that opens 
up to a third outdoor space. “We put in a 
glass door, so that that you can see the 
bay while sitting at the desk in the office. 
Plus, it lets in daylight from a third side of 
the house That was another great idea of 
Graeme’s,” says Richard. 

On the lower level, the polished 
concrete floor provides a striking contrast 

to the wooden staircase. There is a guest 
bedroom, a studio where daughter Abby is 
creating gorgeous pencil drawings for her 
HSC project and a movie room that is filled 
with all the tech gadgets anyone could 
ever think of (yet all cleverly tucked away). 
The seats are so comfy you might never 
want to get up – especially when Rachel 
demonstrates how completely the room 
can be darkened. The only thing missing 
for a complete movie experience is the 
smell of popcorn.  

The beautiful freestanding bathtub and 
Rachel’s tasteful styling in the bathroom 
creates a spa-like vibe. All the bathrooms 
have neutral-coloured tiles. In fact the 
finishes and colour choices throughout 
the home are very consistent. Blackbutt 

has been used for all timber flooring, 
the staircase and the eye catching posts 
at the front of the house. “I like to keep 
things similar throughout the home,” 
says Rachel. “I’m more of a ‘plain’ girl,” 
she adds laughing. “Sometimes I get a bit 
scared of colour, but I like adding colour 
with cushions and other things.”  

When asked about their favourite 
spot in the house, Richard and Rachel’s 
list gets longer every second: “Definitely 
the balcony. And the kitchen. But the 
movie room too. No, having drinks and 
a cheese platter on the balcony. And the 
walk-in robe…” It seems clear they have 
no intention of ever selling and building 
project number 7. This is truly their 
forever home.  ¯

“I like to keep things similar 
throughout the home. But I like 

adding colour with cushions 
and other things.”
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The walk-in wardrobe makes perfect use of the space. The neutral tones and pared back styling of the bathrooms create a spa-like vibe.


